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What is the CogAT?

The Cognitive Abilities Test, or CogAT, is a nationally standardized multiple-choice test that is
often used to identify students for gifted and talented programs. The test is divided by grade
level, with the CogAT Level 9 being administered to 3rd graders. The most current version of the
test, the CogAT Form 8, has three sections: Verbal, Nonverbal, and Quantitative. Each of these
sections has three unique question types. The table below shows all nine question types:

Verbal Battery Nonverbal Battery Quantitative Battery

Verbal Analogies Figure Matrices Number Analogies

Sentence Completion Figure Classification Number Puzzles

Verbal Classification Paper Folding Number Series

You can view a sample question from each battery below. Answers and explanations can be
found at the end. For more free sample questions and to try out a free timed quiz on our
website, check out our Free CogAT 3rd Grade Sample:

Free CogAT Practice

Continue to the next page to view the free sample questions.
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Verbal Sample Question: Verbal Analogies

Decrease → Increase : Shallow →

a. Grow
b. Water
c. Deep
d. Wide
e. Reduce

Nonverbal Sample Question: Figure Matrices

A                        B                         C                         D                         E
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Quantitative Sample Question: Number Series

5    12    9    16    13    ?

a. 10
b. 19
c. 20
d. 6
e. 16

Try a Free CogAT Quiz

Continue to the next page to view the answers and explanations.
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Answers & Explanations
Verbal Analogies: C. The correct answer is deep. The first pair of words, decrease and
increase, are opposites. The word decrease means to make something smaller, and the
word increase means to make something larger. The second pair of words should follow
the same pattern. The first word is shallow, meaning the next word must have the
opposite meaning, making deep the correct answer.

Figure Matrices: D. In the top row, there are 3 shapes in the first box: a large blue
triangle, a smaller grey square, and an even smaller black circle. The same 3 shapes
appear in the second box, but with a few changes. First, the triangle has switched from
being the largest shape to the smallest shape. Second, the circle has switched from
being the smallest shape to the largest. Third, the triangle is now upside down. The grey
square does not change.

The bottom row should follow the same pattern. The first box has a large black
pentagon, a smaller white trapezoid, and an even smaller grey plus sign. The correct
answer will show these 3 shapes changing in the same way the shapes changed in the
top row. First, the large black pentagon will become the smallest shape. Second, the
plus sign will become the largest shape. Third, the pentagon will flip upside down. The
white trapezoid does not change.

Number Series: C. The correct answer is 20. The first number in the series is 5. The next
number is 12, meaning that 7 was added. The next number is 9, meaning that 3 was
subtracted. The next number is 16, meaning that 7 was added again. This means the
pattern in this series is +7, – 3. Following this pattern, we should add 7 to 13, giving us
20 as the correct answer.

Continue Practicing with Elm Academy
You can continue practicing with more free CogAT sample questions. For a more
comprehensive practice experience, check out our fully online CogAT 3rd Grade Course,
which includes a full-length practice test, 9 quizzes, detailed lessons, and a study guide.

Wishing you the best of luck!
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